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Senate Passes Alaska Fisheries Act Amendment 


The Senate on June 9 passed without amendment a bill (H. 
R. 9210) which would so amend the Alaska Fisheries Act as to 
authorize the Secretary of Commerce to permit the taking of 
fish or shellfish for bait purposes only at any or all seasons in 
any or all Alaska waters. As this measure had already passed 
the House on April 18, it will now go to the President for ap- 
proval. 

Argentine Packing and Labeling Law 


Negotiations are under way in Argentina with a view to 
modifying or postponing the provisions of the Packing and Label- 
ing Law of January 30, 1925, which applies to shipments of all 
package feeds to Argentina, according to a cable to the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

The essential new requirements of this law concern the in- 
formation to appear on labels and the lacquering of the inside 
of cans containing certain foods. Strict enforcement of the law 
was begun recently by the Argentine authorities, but upon the 
request of representatives of foreign nations a postponement was 
secured until June 25. Pending definite decision of the matter, 
American exporters who are planning any further shipments to: 
Argentina of products affected by the provisions of the law should 
consult their Argentine customers as to whether the usual man- 
ner of putting up their products will be acceptable to them. 

According to the Argentine law of January, 1925, contain- 
ers of food and drink must bear labels or other adhering mark 
showing the name or description of the product in Spanish, the 
net weight or volume of contents in metric units, the month. 
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and year of packing, the country or region of origin, the name 
and address of the manufacturer and of the Argentine agent, 
importer, or representative. These details may appear in the 
form of additional labels, which can be attached to any part of 
the package. The date of packing is not required on shipments 
of biscuits, edible oils, spices, condiments, sirups, and fruit 
juices. 

All canned goods having an acid reaction must be packed 
in containers internally varnished with a non-toxic substance. 
Foodstuffs packed in oil are allowed a tolerance of two-tenths 
of one per cent acidity, expressed in terms of sulphuric acid, 
while those packed in other sauce or liquid are limited to a 
tolerance of one-tenth of one per cent. Edible oils are not af- 
fected by this requirement. 


U. S. Standards for Berries and Cherries 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture has announced standards (1926) for 
dewberries, blackberries and sweet cherries. The text of the 
standard follows: 


DEWBERRIES AND BLACKBERRIES 


U. S. No. 1 shall consist of dewberries or blackberries of one variety 
which are firm, well colored, well developed and not overripe, which are 
free from caps (calyxes), mold and decay, and from damage caused by 
dirt or other foreign matter, moisture, disease, insects, mechanical or 
other means. 

In order to allow for variations incident to proper grading and hand- 
ling, not more than 10%, by volume, of the berries may be below the re- 
quirements of this grade, but not more than one-fifth of this amount, or 
2%, may be affected by mold or decay. 

U. S. No. 2 shall consist of dewberries or blackberries of one variety 
which are not graded in conformity with the foregoing grade and which 
do not contain more than 10%, by volume, of berries that have been seri- 
ously damaged from any cause, but not more than one-fifth of this 
amount, or 2%, may be affected by mold or decay. 

Definitions of Terms as used in these grades: 

“Well colored” means that the whole surface of the berry shall be a 
blue or black color. 

“Well developed” means that the berries shall not be misshapen owing 
to anthracnose injury, frost injury, lack of pollination, insect injury, or 
other causes. 

“Overripe” means dead ripe or soft, necessitating immediate con- 
sumption. 

“Damage” means any injury from the causes mentioned which ma- 
terially affects the appearance, edible or shipping quality. 
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“Seriously damaged” means berries which are badly deformed, 
crushed, moldy, decayed or otherwise seriously injured. 


Sweet CHERRIES 

U. S. No. 1 shall consist of fresh cherries of one variety which are 
well formed, mature, but not soft, overripe or shriveled; which have stems 
intact and which are free from decay, cracks, skin breaks, bruises and 
russeting; and free from damage caused by dirt or other foreign matter, 
hail, disease, bird, insect or mechanical or other means. 

Unless otherwise specified, the diameter of cherries shall be not less 
than % inches except that the diameter of Bing, Lambert, Royal Anne 
(Napoleon), and Centennial varieties shall be not less than % inches. 

In order to allow for variations incident to proper grading and hand- 
ling, not more than 10%, by count, of any lot, may be below the specified 
minimum size, and, in addition, not more than 10%, by count, may be 
below the remaining requirements of this grade, but not to exceed one- 
tenth of this 10% tolerance, or 1%, shall be allowed for cherries affected 
by decay. An additional tolerance of 10% for stemless cherries shall be 
allowed for those of the Lambert variety. 

Unelassified shall consist of fresh cherries which are not graded in 
conformity with the foregoing grade. 

Definitions of Terms as used in these grades: 

“Mature” means having reached the stage of maturity which will 
insure a proper completion of the ripening process. 

“Well formed” means having the shape characteristic of the variety. 

“Free from damage” means that the cherry shall not be injured to 
an extent readily apparent in the process of proper grading and handling. 

“Diameter” means the largest diameter measured through the center 


of the cherry at right angles to a line running from stem to blossom end. 


Suspends Proposed New Rates on Tin Cans 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has suspended from 
June 14th till October 12th, the operation of schedules provid- 
ing for new individual and joint rates, charges, and regulations 
on tin cans from Virginia to Louisville and Nashville Railroad 
stations in Alabama and Florida. 


Customs Classification of Pitted Cherries in Brine 


Protests of importers against the collector’s assessment of 
duty on certain cherries in brine, pitted and sulphured, have 
been sustained by the United States Customs Court at New York. 
In finding in favor of the importers, Judge Waite ruled that, it 
not having been shown that pitted cherries in brine were ex- 
cluded in trade and commerce from the term “cherries in brine,” 
at and prior to the passage of the Tariff Act of 1922, pitted cher- 

o ries, sulphured and in brine are dutiable at 2 cents per pound, 
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under paragraph 737 of that act, as “cherries in brine,” and not 
at 40 per cent ad valorem under the same paragraph as “cherries 
prepared or preserved in any manner,” as classified by the col- 
lector. 


Rates on Pickles from Colorado 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has suspended from 
June 8th until October 6th, 1926, the operation of certain sched- 
ules which propose to increase the rates on pickles, carloads, 
from producing points in Colorado to destinations in Oklahoma. 
Under these schedules, for example, the rates per 100 pounds 
on pickles from Brighton, Colo., to McAlester, Okla., would be 
increased from 631% cents to 8314 cents. The case is assigned 
for hearing before Examiner Carney at Oklahoma City on July 
23. 

Duty on Broken Olives 


In a decision dismissing a protest filed by importers, the 
U. 8. Customs Court has held that imported olives bought and 
sold in the wholesale trade as “broken olives,” used for the 
most part in making some other commodities, are dutiable as 
pitted or stuffed olives at 30 cents per gallon. 


Car Loadings 


Revenue freight loadings for the week ended on May 29 
totaled 1,081,164 cars. Heretofore, 1,081,164 cars has never 
been equaled prior to August. The total for the week of May 
29 was an increase of 41,779 cars over the preceding week, and 
an increase of 168,077 cars above the corresponding week in 
1925. 

Valuation of Imports for Customs Purposes 


In a decision on the method of determining the value in 
U. S. money of imports purchased in currency of foreign coun- 
tries, the U. S. Customs Court has recently held that where the 
rate of duty to be assessed upon the merchandise depends upon 
the value thereof, or if such merchandise is purchased in the 
currency of the country from whence exported, the value is to 
be ascertained by conversion of such currency into U. S. money 
at the actual value thereof at the date of exportation. 

The valuation of Italian tomatoes and tomato products, as 
described in Information Letter 159, follows this method. 


Kraut Packers to Meet 
The annual meeting of the National Kraut Packers Associa- 
tion will be held at the New Nichols Hotel, Clyde, Ohio, on June 
16. 
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